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We are arriving at the thickest density of the book of Deuteronomy.  

There are two ways we can go to see the glory of this thick jungle: 

a. Hack through the center of it with a machete (verse by verse) 

b. Fly over it with an aircraft to see the breathtaking view of the whole.  

 

Both have great value.  

This morning we are going to take a helicopter ride, stopping momentarily to 

hover at certain points and then lift up and keep moving.  

 

Chapters 22-25 of Deut. are a lot like a jungle—a thick tapestry of beauty 

that doesn’t have an obvious sense of order, but an amazing and peculiar 

variety of foliage that points to the glory of the Creator.  

 

So before we take off and position ourselves for some closer snapshots, let 

me remind you of the context—the surrounding terrain that will help us 

interpret this law, much of which seems remote and foreign to us.  

 

1. Deuteronomy, this book of the law, is about God.  

 

In as much as a jungle in the rain forest reveals the glory of its 

Creator, so God’s law reveals the glory of His character and heart.  

 

2. Deuteronomy, this book of the law, is about the heart.  

 

21 times in the Bible we are called to live before God with all of our 

heart.
1
 The phrase “with all your heart” is used always and only of 

our relationship with God. Nine of those occurrences (almost half) 

                                                           
1
 seek (4:29); love (6:5); fear (10:12-13); walk in His ways; serve; follow (13:3-4); 

keep His commandments; listen; cling to; do His commandments (26:16); obey; 

return (30:2); turn (30:10) 

 

are in the book of Deut., and most of them are either at the beginning 

or end of the book, sandwiching/shrouding the law with a call for a 

Godward heart.  

Furthermore the Old Testament law and covenants lead us to the 

New Testament covenant which is written on the heart.  

 

3. Deuteronomy, this book of the law, has a strategic place in God’s 

redemptive mission by revealing God’s character, exposing the 

human heart’s need for the gospel.  

 

Nine times, the book of Deuteronomy also calls God’s people to 

“purge the evil” from their midst—they were to put sin/impurity to 

death. This is a call to holiness. Holiness is what God is—perfectly, 

infinitely pure and distinctly set apart from everything else that is. 

Because God is holy, so His people are called to be holy—pure, 

distinctly set apart from all that is common or impure. The only way 

to follow God with your whole heart is to put sin to death.  

The law of God is like a giant yard stick that reveals the distance 

between the character of God, who is Holy, and the depravity of 

man; a span that can only be bridged/reconciled by the redemptive, 

reconciling blood of Jesus Christ. By revealing who God is and 

revealing who we are (and are not), Deut. exalts Christ as our 

greatest need. We need His death as restitution for our sin, and His 

resurrection to restore God’s favor. 

Here’s our guiding principle for today’s flight: God requires a pervasive 

righteousness in all of life. In other words, God’s people are called to be 

holy, distinctly set apart as pure, in all things, as a reflection of God Himself.  

Buckle your seat belts, we’re ready for take-off. To help navigate our flight, 

we are dividing this jungle into 4 quadrants.  

1. Quadrant 1: Chapter 22 

a. Righteousness is required in loving one’s neighbor (22:1-4) 

We are to love our neighbor by looking out for his interests with 

a heart of benevolence because God is love and meets our needs 



through His compassion and lovingkindness. Yet, we often 

disregard our brother’s need out of self-absorbed interest, which 

denies the true nature of God who is love. This law is an 

expression of the mind of Christ (Phil. 2:3-5). And the only 

way to have the mind of Christ is to have Christ.  

b. Righteousness is required in sexual identity (22:5) 

This is not a cultural or fashion statement about clothing (i.e. 

women wearing pants or men wearing kilts). This is a law about 

not blurring the lines of God’s created order by cross-dressing in 

a way that perverts one’s sexuality. He has created us distinctly 

male or female; a design which is to be honored and not 

perverted in any way.  To defy our God-given sexuality, which is 

determined by the sexual organs we are born with, is to deny 

God’s rightful supremacy over us as our Creator.  

c. Righteousness is required in sexual purity (22:13-30) 

4 examples of the seriousness of sexual sin: 

i.  A wife accused of pre-marital unchastity (vs. 13-21).  

If a woman was falsely accused by her husband, he 

was punished and required to never divorce her 

ensuring that her needs would be met.  

If she was found guilty, she was put to death “to 

purge the evil” from among them. 

 

ii. Adultery by consent (vs. 22-24) 

Regardless of whether the woman was already 

married or just betrothed, both the man and woman 

were to die to “purge the evil” from Israel. 

iii. Rape (vs. 25-27)  

 Only the man was put to death since the woman was 

 forced without consent. 

 

iv. Fornication (pre-marital sex; vs. 28-29) 

 

In this case the man was required to pay the bride-

price to the woman’s father and to marry her for life. 

This was so she would not be left destitute, being 

unable to find another husband since it was known 

that she was impure.  

God is pure, perfectly holy, set apart. And His purity should be 

reflected in the sacred gift of sex. No sexual activity should be 

treated as casual—there are always consequences. All sexual activity 

outside of marriage requires repentance—and praise God that 

through the blood of Jesus, forgiveness is readily available. 

 

2. Quadrant 2: Chapter 23 

 

a. Righteousness is required in Corporate worship (23:1-8) 

God restricts certain people from gathering before Him in 

the formal assembly of Israel for worship: 

� Men who had destroyed their masculinity through 

castration or mutilation, probably for rituals of pagan 

worship (vs. 1) 

� Children of illegitimate birth (vs 2). The Hebrew 

word here (mamzer) probably emphasizes incest.
2
  

�  No one of Ammonite or Moabite descent [vs. 3-6]. 

This is a result of God keeping His promise to 

Abraham in Gen. 12:3—“I will bless those who bless 

you, And the one who curses you I will curse.”  

The point here is that God required purity among those 

who gathered in worship—they were not to be mixed 

with those whom God detested. True worship has only 

one stage—the pure platform of Christ’s 

righteousness.  

                                                           
2
 Chris Wright, NIBC: Deuteronomy. pg. 247. 



b. Righteousness is required in the war camp [23:9-14] 

These verses are like a land marker as we fly over the jungle 

that establishes our bearings. We’re going to see how 

essential holiness is by putting it in the context of wartime. 

In wartimes, certain things go. You might not expect that 

issues of hygiene and ceremonial cleanliness would be less 

concerning during times of war but not so. The basic thrust 

of this text is that holiness was the most important factor for 

soldiers winning a war. They needed the favor of God who 

in His holiness could not look favorably on anything 

unclean. Holiness was more important than military strength 

or savvy.  

c. Righteousness is required in imitating God (vs. 15-16; 19-20) 

 

If a slave ran away, presumably because he had been 

mistreated, he was to be regarded as free. While it is not 

stated directly here, habitually throughout Deut. God 

reminds the people of how they had once been slaves in 

Egypt, but God delivered them with a mighty arm. This law 

is a reflection of a significant life principle: Treat others as 

God has treated you.  

 

This is also true in vs. 19-20 in extending interest-free loans 

to their brothers. They were not to charge interest but lend 

freely to one another just as God had so graciously made 

provision for their needs. Because God is generous, they are 

to be generous as well.  

 

A final example of this life principle “Treat others as God 

has treated you” is found in the admonition to keep one’s 

word in [vs. 21-23]. Because God always keeps His 

promises, so His people should be true to their vows and 

keep their word.  

 

 

3. Quadrant 3: Chapter 24 

a. Righteousness is required in caring for the vulnerable      

(vs. 14-15, 17-22) 

 

Again God reminds His people of how they had once been 

slaves in Egypt and how he had treated them with 

compassion when they were unable to help themselves. We 

must extend to others the same compassion that God has 

extended to us—a compassion that can only be realized 

through the cross.  

 

4. Quadrant 4: Chapter 25 

 

a. Righteousness is required in exercising integrity (25:13-16). 

 

God’s people were to exercise integrity in dealing with each 

other because they serve a God of truth. To cheat one 

another was to deny the integrity of God’s character and He 

would not tolerate it. Yet the human heart has a weakness in 

the area of compromise. We need our hearts transformed and 

our lives shaped by Jesus who in His very essence is truth.  

 

b. Righteousness is required in fearing God (vs. 17-19).  

 

Chapter 25 ends this section of the law with a sobering 

example of what unrighteousness costs when someone 

disregards the fear of God. As an act of divine judgment, 

God has commanded the annihilation of the Amalekites who 

attacked Israel just after the Exodus when they were 

extremely vulnerable. By attacking those lagging behind, 

they demonstrated a total lack of compassion, slaughtering 

the most defenseless Israelites, such as the sick and elderly. 

The Amalekites actions were the very opposite of the spirit 

of God’s law which consistently protects the weak against 

the strong. God will settle all accounts according to the 

righteous standard of His holiness. We must walk in the fear 

of God with righteous regard for His holiness.  



Let’s come in for a landing. What you can’t miss as you fly over the 

Deutero jungle of God’s law is that God’s holiness requires a 

pervasive righteousness in all of life. God’s law reveals Him as holy 

and exposes the waywardness of our own hearts. You need the 

righteousness of Jesus to cover you no less than you need a mosquito 

net to cover you in the jungle. The good news this morning is that the 

provision of Christ’s righteousness is also pervasive (He lived a 

human life on this earth completely free of sin). You can’t possibly 

be holy by your actions but you can become the beneficiary of His 

holiness by coming under the covering of Jesus’ perfection and favor 

as you trust in Him.  

 

Romans 8:3—“what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the 

flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh 

and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh…” 
 

 

 


